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The lychgate restored to its former glory  
(see p4) with thanks to Jeff Bindel 

 

 
    

Solar panels in place (see article on page 3 & 10) photo courtesy of Keith Dickerson 
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From the Parish Council C hairman  

 
The first Kelsale-cum-Carlton Community Energy (Power4KcC) project is being 
installed as this issue goes to press. This will supply power to the village hall and 
social club using a solar photovoltaic (PV) array in a field behind the village hall, 
and there is currently a 2ft deep trench running right  
through my garden where the cables will be laid.  
 
Itôs not too late to buy a share at Ã20 if youôd like to 
become part of it! Another major project completed 
recently by the village with the help of a number of 
generous donors was the restoration of the lychgate. 
This looks incredible now and should be good for 
another 100 years at least.  
 
Pictures of both are on the facing page. 
 
Fortunately the weather held off on Saturday 28 
June and the dog show on the recreation ground 
was a great success. Itôs a credit to a small village 
like ours that we can put on successful events of this 
kind and you can read more about it on Page 8.  
 
Weôre now looking forward to our next village event which will be our regular bonfire 
night and fireworks party on 1 November. Unfortunately, due to the increasing 
difficulties of running it there will not be a lantern procession this year, but it should 
still be great fun for all the family and I hope to see you all there. 
 
The Kelsale Village Centre Enhancement Group has finally got off the ground with 
the first meeting in the social club on 4 August. Now that we have a long term lease 
on the car park, weôre currently planning to improve the surface, remove some of 
the trees and scrub that has grown up around it, move the recycling bins and renew 
the fencing. In the process we are also planning to increase the number of car 
parking places as this was one of the key things you asked for during the public 
consultation two years ago. Weôre now getting quotes and are costing up the 
scheme so we can identify how much money we will need to raise and where it will 
come from, although we will first need the go-ahead from Suffolk Coastal District 
Council as they own the site. 

 
Keith Dickerson,  

Chairman Kelsale-cum-Carlton Parish Council 
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From the Editor  

 
This month marked the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War, 
and is an appropriate time therefore to look back and reflect on what it meant for 
the village, and of course, to commemorate those who fought and died.  Accounts 
of the war this year have not been without controversy, some historians arguing 
that it was necessary to counter German expansionist ambitions, with others 
claiming it could have been avoided, and that countless men died unnecessarily 
thanks to the incompetence of the generals.  But either way itôs right to remember 
the sacrifices that were made both at home and abroad.  Doug Ireland offers an 
account of life in the village during the war, and thereôs a review of his book on 
Suffolk War Memorials. Maggie Strutt sent us an offering by a local war poet, and 
the children at the school have been sending letters to the Unknown Soldier. 
Thanks to Frank Rowe and Bill Crook for sharing memories (and photos) of three of 
the local men who volunteered. 
 
But in other respects this has been a remarkable period for the village, witnessing 
the completion of two major projects, as referred to by Keith in his piece above: the 
renovation of the Lychgate, and the installation of the ground-mounted solar panels, 
the first project of Power4KcC.  Both have involved substantial fund-raising ï much 
of it in contributions from local people ï as well as a lot of hard work.  I donôt think 
there are many villages our size that can boast achievements on this scale. 
 
Paul Parry reports on the dog show, Pam Garratt describes the latest masterpiece 
from Crafty Ladies, and we describe the construction and installation of the solar 
panels ï not entirely without a few teething problems which should all have been 
sorted out by the time you read this. 
 
The next edition comes out in the run-up to Christmas ï so we thought it might be 
good to look back on the ghost of Christmas past (as Dickens might have said).  
Weôd welcome any memories ï and pictures ï of past Yuletide celebrations.   
 
But meanwhile, enjoy whatôs left of the summer.  

Geoff Fordham, Editor  
  
 

Notice Board 

Police Numbers 101 (urgent but not life-threatening), 15p day or night calls.  

999 (emergency); Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 

Doctors' Surgery (01728) 602022; NHS: 111 (non-emergency 24 hour number) 

Village Hall Bookings: Mobile 07582869206 also John Harvey, 604397 

Citizenôs Advice (CAB) 01728 832193 www.leistoncab.org  

http://www.leistoncab.org/
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Welfare Trust: the Welfare Trust exists to help you in an emergency ï contact Mrs. 
S. May (01728) 602113 ï all requests are treated in complete confidence. 

East Suffolk Foodbank www.eastsuffolk.foodbank.org.uk ï if you need help contact 
your care professional. 

Climate/Energy Helpline 0800 02 88 938  

 

Dates for your Diary  

12 September: Quiz at Kelsale Village Hall 7 for 7.30 £5 (includes a 
ploughmanôs) 

Suffolk Flora Preservation Trust Open Day: Simpsonôs Fromus Valley: 13 
September 10-1pm (hedgerow harvest).  Full details on www.suffolkflora.org .  

11 October: Autumn Fair at Kelsale Village Hall (10-12)  

29/30 November: Art Exhibition in Kelsale Village Hall ï 10-4.30. 

Kelsale Market: main market first Wednesday of the month (9-11am). Tony Cox 
602786/ Rachael Fordham 652978. Mini-market on other Wednesday mornings, 
while gluts last. 

Alde Valley Family History Group now meets at the Leiston Community Centre 
King Georgeôs Avenue at 7.30pm on the 3rd Monday of the month. Monday 15 
September: Saxmundham Museum Visit. It will include a guided tour plus a talk 
about Saxmundham and the people who have lived there.  Tea/coffee and biscuits 
will be provided.  There is no entrance fee but a donation of say £2.50 would be 
appreciated.  Numbers are limited, so you would need to book.  Please contact 
Angela Skelcher on 01728 830949 or a_skelcher@hotmail.com. Monday 20 
October 2014: The Life of Lord Nelson, Sue Pearce. Monday 17 November: My 
Life & Times in the World of Ballet, Rona Hart (aka Rona Newson).  See also 

http://aldevalleyfamilyhistorygroup.onesuffolk.net. 
 
Local History Society: United Reform Church Hall, Chapel Road, Saxmundham 
Meetings the second Thursday of the month, to start at 7.30 pm. 11 September   
AGM: i) Barry Cable, how his forebear goes to Australia; ii) Catherine Cawood as 
Mr John Noyesô neighbour. 9 October: Mark Mitchells -The Royal Navy in World 
War 1. 13 November: Geoffrey Robinson - Henry Adams Cupper: A Suffolk 
Pioneer. 11 December: Philip Hadwen - England in 1914. 
 
Church dates:  
Carlton Church Harvest: 31st August 10am. 
Kelsale-cum-Carlton Churches Harvest Supper: 26 September, Kelsale Village  
Hall 7 for 7.30 contact Reg & Edna Solomon to book 602397 
Kelsale Church Harvest: 28 September 11am. 

http://www.eastsuffolk.foodbank.org.uk/
http://www.suffolkflora.org/
mailto:a_skelcher@hotmail.com
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Remembrance: Kelsale Church 9 November 9.30am. 
Carols at Kelsale-cum-Carlton, Kelsale Church 7 December 4.30pm 
Christmas Day Kelsale Church 25 December 10am.  
 

 
St Peterôs Church Carlton will be holding a three day Harvest Celebration  

 
Friday 29th ï Sunday 31st August: the church will be open daily from 11-3pm. 

 
St Mary & St Peterôs Church Kelsale will hold a Harvest Flower Festival  

 
Friday 26th September-Sunday 28th September: the church will be open daily. 

 

 
Kelsale Methodist Church: weekly services begin at 11.  

 

 
This yearôs  

Suffolk Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Bike Ride 
will take place on Saturday 13 September 9-5pm. 

Riders, walkers and recorders can all be sponsored. 
Contact Reg Solomon on 602397. 

 

 
See Contact monthly magazine for details of all services, Solos on Sunday  

lunches, family craft activities etc.  
 

 
Volunteers still needed! 

 
We still need help with a variety of tasks: occasional clean-ups, 
putting up the tents for events, serving refreshments, baking, 
delivering New Oasis, rattling a donations bucket on Bonfire Night, 
helping out in emergencies, doing the flowers in church - even being a 
parish councillor.. If you wouldnôt mind occasionally lending a hand 
with any of these, or would like to know more about what might be 
involved, please get in touch (remember - volunteering looks good on 
your CV, too). 
Contact Pam Garratt on 603995 or email: pamgarratt13@tiscali.co.uk  or 
Geoff Fordham 652978 geoff.fordham@gfa.co.uk.   

 

mailto:pamgarratt13@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:geoff.fordham@gfa.co.uk
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Kelsale -cum -Carlton Parish Council  & other councillors  

Cllr Keith 
Dickerson 

The Cottages, Bridge St, Kelsale,  
IP17 2PB Tel: 01728 604174 email: 

keith.dickerson@mac.com  

Chair; Community Energy 
Committee; Environment, Heritage 

& Access, SALC 

Cllr Alan 
Revell 

Home Port, Main Rd, Carlton, 
Suffolk. IP17 2QL  Tel: 01728 

603764 email: 
alan.revell1@btinternet.com  

Vice chair; Recreation 
Ground/Carlton Green; Bonfire 

Party Working Group 

Mrs Jo 
Jones  

Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, 
Butley, Woodbridge IP12 3PA Tel: 

01394 459400  email: 
kelsaleparishclerk@gmail.com  

Clerk & Webmaster 

Cllr Jeni 
Aird: 

Hope Cottage, 2 Church Lane, 
Kelsale, Suffolk. IP17 2NZ, Tel: 

01728 602656 email: 
jenifer.aird@gmail.com 

Recreation Ground/Carlton Green; 
Planning Group; Kelsale Welfare 

Trust Liaison Officer: 

Cllr Nick 
Denny 

Trust Cottage, Low Rd, Kelsale, 
Suffolk. IP17 2NU Tel: 01728 

605921 email: nickdhair@aol.com 

Recreation Ground/Carlton Green; 
Youth Club; Bonfire Party Working 
Group: Grit/Dog Bin Management 

Cllr Geoff 
Fordham  

The Cottage, Carlton Rd, Kelsale, 
Suffolk. IP17 2QJ, Tel: 01728 

652978, email: 
geoff.fordham@gfa.co.uk  

Community Energy Committee 
Chair; The New Oasis (Editor); 

Bonfire Party Working Group: 
Innovation and Grant Aid, publicity 

Cllr Edwina 
Galloway: 

East Green Cottage, East Green, 
Kelsale, Suffolk. IP17 2PJ, Tel: 

01728 605566 email: 
ed.g@btinternet.com 

Community Energy Committee; 
Street lighting; Kelsale Primary 

School Liaison Officer; Sizewell 
Parishes Liaison Group 

Representative 

Cllr Pam 
Garratt 

Hillview Cottage, Curlew Green, 
Kelsale, Suffolk. IP17 2RA, Tel: 

01728 603995 email: 
pamgarratt13@tiscali.co.uk 

Environment, Heritage & Access; 
Planning Group; Bonfire Party 

Working Group 

Cllr Paul 
Hartley 

Carlton Green Farm, Rendham 
Road, Carlton, Suffolk IP17 2QN, 

Tel: 01728 602281 

Planning Group; Parochial Church 
Council Liaison Officer; Bonfire 

Party Working Group. 

Cllr Doug 
Ireland 

28 East View, Low Rd, Kelsale, 
Suffolk. IP17 2NT, Tel: 01728 

603323 email: ireldoug@aol.com  

Planning Group 

Cllr Paul 
Parry 

33 The Street, Wissett, Suffolk. IP19 
0JG, Tel: 07811 365217 email: 

paul_parry27@hotmail.co.uk  

Community Energy Committee 
Environment, Heritage & Access; 
Emergency Officer; Bonfire Party 

Working Group; Grit/Dog Bin 
Management 

mailto:keith.dickerson@mac.com
mailto:alan.revell1@btinternet.com
mailto:kelsaleparishclerk@gmail.com
mailto:jenifer.aird@gmail.com
mailto:nickdhair@aol.com
mailto:geoff.fordham@gfa.co.uk
mailto:ed.g@btinternet.com
mailto:pamgarratt13@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:ireldoug@aol.com
mailto:paul_parry27@hotmail.co.uk
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Cllr Tim 
Roberts 

The Old Manor House, Bridge St, 
Kelsale, Suffolk. IP17 2PG, Tel: 

01728 605504, email: 
tim.e.roberts@btinternet.com  

Community Energy Committee; 
Environment, Heritage & Access; 

Emergency Officer 

Cllr Carolyn 
Taylor 

1 St Andrews Rd, Beccles, Suffolk. 
NR34 9PH, Tel: 01728 602297 

email: 
carolyn.taylor68@btinternet.com 

Head Teacher 

Cllr Susan 
Major 

Fairings, Church Lane, Kelsale IP17 
2NY 01728 604097 email 

susan.okvenue@keme.co.uk  

Village Hall Management Liaison 

Cllr Michael 
Gower  

Old Hall, Wenhaston, Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 9DG, Tel: 
01502 478267 email: michael.gower@suffolk.gov.ukm  

Our Suffolk 
County 

Councillor 

Cllr Sir Peter 
Batho 

Park Farm, South Entrance, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 
1DQ, Tel: 01728 602132 email: pgbatho@btinternet.com  

SCDC 
Councillor 

Cllr Marian 
Andrews 

9 Manor Gardens, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 1ET, Tel: 
01728 603553 Email: mariantc@supanet.com  

SCDC 
Councillor 

Thora Taylor Saxmundham SNT, Saxmundham Police Station, Station 
Approach, Suffolk IP17 1BW, e-mail: 
Thora.Taylor@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

Saxfram.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk, Tel: 01986 835300 

PCSO 3070  

Suffolk 
Constabulary 

 

VILLAGE NEWS  

 

Dog Day Afternooné 

 
'Hark!' People were heard to say at lunchtime on 29th July. óIs that Ivor the Engine 
come to visit Kelsale cum Carlton?' 
 
No it wasn't, it was better than that, it was Trevor Jones with his magnificent steam 
engine en route to our Dog Show on the Recreation Ground. In previous years we 
had incorporated the dog show into other events but such had been its popularity 
we thought that this time it could take centre stage.  
 
Arranged by that doyenne of entertainments facilitation, Pam Garratt, it was always 
going to be a success. The doggy side was handled (sorry) by Edwina Galloway 
who worked with Julie Newstead and her helpers from Fordleymoor Kennels and 
judging of the various classes was done by members of the veterinary team from 
the Fromus practice. Set around this central theme were stalls and activities 
including games (the boules/petanque run by Tony Cox was a particular success), 
retail therapy, veterinary consultations and dog food as well as the wonderful steam 
engine along with tractors belonging to Richard White.      

mailto:tim.e.roberts@btinternet.com
mailto:carolyn.taylor68@btinternet.com
mailto:susan.okvenue@keme.co.uk
mailto:michael.gower@suffolk.gov.ukm
mailto:pgbatho@btinternet.com
mailto:mariantc@supanet.com
mailto:Thora.Taylor@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
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Rob and Karen White, as ever, worked their socks off producing succulent burgers 
for us and there was also a demonstration by a retired police sniffer dog and his 
handler, of whom some people seemed remarkably shy. Even the direst weather 
warnings did not lower spirits although numbers were down, unsurprisingly, on 
previous events and we were, in fact, very lucky that the rain kept away until right at 
the end. 

 
The whole event was held together and shepherded 
along by MC for the day, a man born with a microphone 
in his hand: Adrian Perry. In truth he held the afternoon 
together: without his verve and enthusiasm the 
proceedings would not have had the same the sense of 
fun, friendship and community that they undoubtedly did. 
If only his success as a compere were matched by his 
choice of shirts! He marshalled the dog competitors for 
the final event despite the drizzle starting to fall and who 
could forget, right at the end of the day, with the rain 
falling like stair rods Adrian in the arena, alone, shirt 
glowing through the murk, thanking all those involved in the show while we all 
sprinted for the nearest cover - a true professional to the end. 
 
It was the atmosphere of a good old local get together that we wanted and we got 
it. Next time we need an earlier start so that we can have lunch, courtesy of Rob 
and Karen, and tea and cake later on as well. 
 

Paul Parry 
 
Editorsô note: Jonathan Sharman of Event Photography covered the event for us, 
and produced some superb pictures: his photo of our own poppy commemoration is 
on the front cover, and weôve reproduced one of his shots of the show on P23. 
There are many pictures for sale of individual dogs on his website: www.js-
eventphotography.com. For more information, and to see if your dog is among 
them, email Jonathan on enquiries@js-eventphotography.com or call on 
07766980609. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DRIVING LESSONS 
Highly experienced local instructor ð 16 years of lessons in Kelsale.  

New drivers and qualified drivers welcome d. AA Driving School franchised instructor.  

Learner lessons, refresher/confidence building lessons, Pass Plus and DriveiQ Pro.  

Block booking discounts and introductory offers available.  

David Martin, Main Road, Kelsale.  

 

Tel 07761 204 500 ð email david@suffolklearner.co.uk  ð web www.suffolklearner.co.uk  
 

http://www.js-eventphotography.com/
http://www.js-eventphotography.com/
mailto:enquiries@js-eventphotography.com
mailto:david@suffolklearner.co.uk
http://www.suffolklearner.co.uk/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Art Exhibitions  

 

For seven years (2007-13) Kelsale Village Hall Management Committee organised 
an Art Exhibition sometime in the spring.  Last year the Kelsale Art Group 
organised an additional exhibition in November which was an outstanding success.  
It was however decided that running two exhibitions in the same year was 
excessive, especially as whichever organisation was officially ñin charge,ò it is 
basically the same people doing it!  So this year we are only having one, and as the 
later one was so successful before, it will be over the weekend of 29/30 November, 
but will revert to being a Village Hall event.  Earlier we did pencil in and advertise 
an event in June but had to cancel this, so our deepest apologies to anybody who 
came along to see an exhibition that didnôt exist.  
 
We always have work of a very high standard at our exhibitions, but it is open for 
anyone who wishes to put entries in.  Kelsale Art Group has close ties with other 
local groups so we have entries from artists in Saxmundham, Aldeburgh, Snape 
and often Woodbridge or further.  So if you havenôt been to one before, donôt miss 
this one. 

Mike Garratt 

 

Power4KcC: the big switch -on!  

 

At last, after months of hard work, this week the new solar PV installation will be 
commissioned, and the village hall and the social club will start to benefit.  There 
has been the odd teething problem: it turns out that the village hall trip is sensitive 
to the demands of the new system, and when the first connection was made it 
caused the trip to be activated on a few occasions ï our apologies to anyone who 
may have been inconvenienced.  The electrician was due to come back as we go to 
press so the problem should by now have been corrected. 
 
We are holding a formal launch of the system on Friday 29th August at 6.45pm: all 
shareholders have been sent invitations, and we hope to see many of you there to 
raise a small glass to the projectôs success.  We have invited Look East to attend 
so if you canôt get there, keep an eye on the television that evening. 
 
We expect to have the co-opôs website up and running by the launch ï so watch out 
for www.power4kcc.org . Weôll be providing regular updates on the site about how 
the project is proceeding ï and there are also lots of pictures of the installation 
process.  

Geoff Fordham, Chairman, Power4KcC 

 

http://www.power4kcc.org/
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Suffolk Flora Preservation Trust: Summer Open  Days  

 

SFPT enjoyed a dry and sporadically sunny open day at our Orchid Glade reserve 
on 2nd August.  The site is changed from Juneôs showing of orchids into a sea of 
yellow ï fleabane and agrimony ï which are starting to tempt the butterflies.  
Compared to last yearôs big butterfly count, there were no peacocks, yet, but a 
tortoiseshell and a pair of common blues were bright draws.  Pond-dipping found 
many baby newts, water boatmen and a snail and underfoot startled froglets 
escaped from trampling feet.  Four large hawker dragonflies helicoptered overhead, 
never settling and ruddy darters pottered about near the pond.  The long grass also 
sheltered some enormous crickets which bounded off at the approach of an 
investigatory eye. 
 
New umbellifers were found near the deer exclusion zone: wild carrot and upright 
hedge parsley.  Corn sowthistle is growing near the marsh woundwort ï whose 
flowers look like those of an orchid, but the leaves are different.  This time of year, 
the rabbits have so much food they arenôt cropping the flora so closely, so the 
common centaury and red bartsia have gained some height.   
 
It was wonderfully sunny the next day at the Fromus Reserve open day.  The cut 
hay was rowed whilst visitors and guardians enjoyed recording the wildlife and 
hearing about the historical significance of the site.  Early on, a yellowhammer 
greeted visitors from a vantage point high in a dead tree and, later, a hobby cruised 
over meremeadow.  Butterflies were plentiful for the big butterfly count: mainly 
meadow browns and gatekeepers but sightings of 
painted ladies, tortoiseshell and common blue added to 
the mix.  Dragonflies were abundant ï two pairs of large 
hawkers droned overhead and the ruddy darters were 
clasped in tandem.  Local planthopper recorders 
hoovered and pootered one uncut meadow, expecting up 
to 12 different species and finding a bishopôs mitre shield 
bug and a grasshopper early on.  Watermint by the pond, 
teasel on the river bank and waterplantain provided 
splashes of lilac and the meadow vetchling was profusely 
flowering, with characteristic black pods in evidence.  
 
Later we saw a green woodpecker and a moth trap was set ï yielding 13 positive 
species identifications, a hornet and a burying beetle. You can visit Fromus again 
on 13th September at our next open day when the hedgerow should provide 
abundant blackberries and there may be mushrooms ï if you know what youôre 
doing!  Neil Mahler, Suffolkôs fungi recorder, found oyster mushrooms on Sunday ï 
but the squirrels had beaten us to the feast!  There will also be a chance to taste 
last yearôs sloe gin and decide for yourself what the best combination of gin, sloe 
and sugar should be! Follow us by subscribing on the website for the full records 
from the days, which will be posted as they come in.  

Julia McLean 
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School News  

 
We have had another very hectic and 
memorable term at Kelsale School. One 
of the big highlights for both pupils and 
me was the residential trips. Years 3 and 
4 had two nights camping at The 
Wardens in Sizewell in early June. The 
weather was amazing and we were able 
to make the most of three days of 
outdoor fun and activities, including 
walking to Thorpeness and rowing on the 
Mere. Thankfully, we had some able 
oarsmen amongst the pupils which gave 
some of us welcome relief from rowing duties, despite going round in circles!  
 
We took Year 5 and 6 to Norfolk for a week of adventure activities, sightseeing and 
fun.  We enjoyed the crate stacking, climbing wall, zip wire and more especially the 
rafting, which meant we all got soaked! We also had a superb day at West Runton 
in the rock pools and building sand castles. Key Stage One pupils spent a day at 
Foxburrow Farm near Woodbridge, taking part in a range of learning activities, 
including pond dipping. The pupils on all of these trips were extremely well behaved 
and we saw pupils grow in independence, confidence and team building skills 
especially while on the residential trips.  
 
Mrs Ward organised another sports week, when new sports, including fencing and 
golf, were brought in for pupils to try.  All pupils (most staff and many parents) took 
part in óthe Race for Life,ô running 5k around the school field, raising over Ã2000.   
 
We are very pleased with the results this year as pupils all gave their very best and 
many achieved better than expected and better than last year. At the end of term 
we saw another group of very fine year 6 pupils leave. These children really have 
been amazing and are well prepared for their new encounters at High School. We 
all wish them well for the future. They were not the only ones to leave as Mrs 
Walker retired after 24 years at Kelsale School. She has been a very dedicated, 
loyal and conscientious member of staff and will be missed, especially her wealth of 
knowledge in running the school office.  Mrs Nikki Lee will be our new school bursar 
and Mrs Wendy Skinner will be working with Nikki part time.  
 

THE POACHERS POCKET PUBLIC HOUSE 
A warm and friendly traditional local pub  

offering a wide ch oice of bar and restaurant meals.  

01728 602174 

Fun quiz nights in aid of charity are held every other Sunday at 8.30pm  

Open all day at weekends ð Roast Dinner & Pud : £8 



NN ee ww   OOaa ss ii ss   --  pp 11 33   ðð  AA uu tt uu mm nn   22 00 11 44   

  

We are looking forward to the new school year and the challenges that lie ahead. 
The school kitchen is currently being completely redecorated and refitted, ready for 
September and we are expecting building to start in February to add another 
classroom, replace the offices and enlarge the staffroom. Imagine the challenges 
and indeed chaos that will bring! This will allow the roll to increase to 168 in 
September 2015.        

Carolyn Taylor, Headteacher    

 

Remembering WW1: Life in and around Kelsale and Carlton 

1914 -1918  

 
It is difficult to know exactly what village life was like during the years of the First 
World War because there is no one left alive who lived through that time to tell us. 
The local newspapers have left us some clues as to what life was like, and it is 
tempting to speculate from what they wrote that there was little change to the 
normal way of life. But this ignores the worry and anguish of those families who had 
loved ones away fighting.  Kelsale and Carlton played their part by sending many of 
their sons to fight in the colours: sadly twenty six failed to come home and of those 
who did survive, many were left scarred for the rest of their life. 
 
There was a Military presence in the area. In Saxmundham the 1/6th (Cyclist) 
Battalion Suffolk Regiment was based at Layers Ground and as will be seen later 
they did feature from time to time in village life. There was another Cyclist battalion 
in Westleton, and Theberton hosted the Welsh Fusiliers before they left for the front 
line. During 1914 Volunteer Training Corps (V.T.C.)  began to be established in 
towns and villages around this area, made up mainly of men who were too old to 
fight, or were medically unfit but still active and also some who worked in reserve 
occupations. A meeting was held in Kelsale on 8th May 1915 with the object of 
forming a V.T.C.  By the end of the meeting 19 men had enrolled and over the 
coming months more joined. They were tasked with watching over key installations 
in the area, later in the year many helped out with coastal watches. 
 
Two weeks later the 1/6th Cyclists held a Church Parade at Kelsale Parish Church, 
they were joined by about 60 members of local V.T.Côs and the whole made a very 
impressive display which would have no doubt helped with further recruitment. The 
troops were met at the Church door by the Rector, the Rev G.H.D. Davies and the 
choir, who led the procession into church with appropriately, the hymn ñOnward 
Christian Soldiersò. 
 
Over the coming months the local troops were involved with several fund raising 
concerts, whist drives and other fund raising events for Church and V.T.C. funds. 
Late in 1914 The Defence of the Realm Act was passed which made it an offence 
to have an unshaded light in any property. We must remember that at that time 
there was no electricity except in the big posh houses, so lighting was either oil 
lamps or candles. Nevertheless, all lights had to be adequately shaded, as there 
were very real concerns about bombing from Zeppelins and the police were very 
hot on this point. The papers in 1916 were full of reports from the Courts of people 
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being fined for having an unshaded light. One policeman was actually prosecuted 
for striking a match to light a cigarette without shading the light properly, and was 
fined 2s 6d (12.5p). 
 
Another point to remember is that the main mode of transport at the time was horse 
and cart or a bicycle. There were a few cars, motorbikes and motor lorries but these 
were the exception rather than the rule. New regulations were enacted in 1915 
which made it compulsory to show a white light to the front and a red light to the 
rear of all ñvehiclesò using the public highway. In particular for cars and lorries the 
lights must not be excessively bright. Of course in those days there were no dry 
cells batteries, lamps were generally powered by acetylene gas and in windy 
weather they were prone to being extinguished. A court case which brought a smile 
to my face was of Frederick Walker, a private in the 1/6th (Cyclist) battalion Suffolk 
Regiment who was charged with riding a bicycle without a light at Kelsale on 
August 29th 1915. Special constable Alfred J. Riseborough, of Kelsale stated that 
he was on duty at the turnpike road at Kelsale when he saw a bicycle approaching 
without a light. He stepped out of the way of this, and was immediately knocked 
down by defendantôs machine, to which no light was attached. The light was quite 
cold. 
 
Special Constable Edward Tomblin told the court that he was on duty near The 
Rising Sun, at Kelsale, when he saw the light of a bicycle, but as they got nearer he 
heard voices. One rider had a light the other had not. Witness called upon them to 
stop, but they both made off. Defendant said he had a light only twenty yards 
before meeting the special constable, but it went out on the hill, and he was riding 
to the bottom before re-lighting. He was fined 4s.(20p) and 5s.(25p) costs for his 
trouble! 
 
Reginald Wright, the licensee of the Rising Sun featured in the paper on 22nd 
January 1916. He was riding on his cart back home from Ipswich, the cart being 
driven by Henry Ford. It was dark and was raining. Whilst coming through Little 
Glemham, they noticed lights coming up behind them and they pulled over to the 
side to let the vehicle pass. Instead of passing it crashed straight into the back of 
the cart, throwing Wright over the front and Ford out of the back. The car was 
travelling from Colchester to Henham Red Cross Hospital with supplies. The cart 
was basically demolished; the car ended up in a ditch, the driver of the car claimed 
he saw no rear light on the cart. Reginald Wright was quite badly injured and was 
conveyed by a passing motorist to Saxmundham hospital and he took several 
weeks to recover. The car driver was fined £3 with 15s 9d (79p) expenses and his 
licence was endorsed. 
 
On a happier note, a wedding was held in early July 1915 at the Primitive Methodist 
Church, Kelsale when the Rev. Percy Webb, Superintendent Minister of the Circuit 
married Florence Faires the second daughter of Mr & Mrs Faires of Carlton. The 
couple received a large number of valuable and useful presents, particularly as this 
was their last service at this Church. After their honeymoon at Gorleston they 
moved to Watton, Norfolk where Mr Webb had been appointed the Superintendent 
Minister. 
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I now have a small collection of poems written by members of the Suffolk Regiment 
whilst serving in the trenches. I will close by reproducing the following which was 
found on a German prisoner by a Suffolk soldier: 
 

ñThe Lordôs Prayer. In the name of the Kaiser, wife and children.  
 

Holy William in Berlin, thy name will be obliterated from this earth; 
thy empire will become a republic; thy will shall never be done. Our 
daily bread thou dost not give us. Pay us our dues, as we must pay 
thine. Lead us not into Bismarckôs policies but deliver us from the 
pleasure of thy rule. Since thou hast neither strength, nor will, nor 
power in eternity. Amen.ò 

Doug Ireland 

 

Book review : Suffolk War Memorials: Volume 2 - Kelsale, Saxmundham 

and Benhall war memorials by Doug Ireland  

 

In 2012, someone suggested to Doug Ireland that it would be a good idea to learn 
more about the lives of the men commemorated on the war memorial in Kelsale 
church.  Thus began a project that has looked at all memorials of the first world war 
in East Suffolk, from the Norfolk border to the Orwell estuary, taking in 83 parishes. 
This second volume covers the memorials in Saxmundham, Benhall and, of course, 
Kelsale.  It includes the history of the memorial itself, installed in 1920 when the 
then incumbent, Reverend Hart, was given permission to erect óéa Mural Tablet of 
White Marble mounted on slate to the Memory of the Men of the Parish who fell in 
the War.ô  
 
The bulk of the Kelsale section focuses on the lives, and sadly deaths, of the 26 
men on the memorial (and one other commemorated separately).  We learn that 
the brothers Folkard, whose family lived at Clay Hill, both died in the war, George, 
the elder, killed in 1914, Stanley shortly before the war ended, in September 1918. 
Herbert Mann, who in 1911 was living at Curlew Green and working as a farm 
labourer, enlisted into the Suffolk regiment, was injured and died of his wounds in 
December 1915.  Most of those who died fought in France, but Charles Munson 
(whose parents ran the post office at Carlton Green) fought in the Middle East 
campaigns.  A career soldier who served in India before the war, he sailed for 
Gallipoli in 1914, dying two years later while a prisoner of war in Turkey. 
 
The book also offers a few lighter-hearted moments, with some brief accounts of 
life on the home front, culled from newspapers of the time.  For example, in May 
1915 a volunteer training course was held in the Church House Kelsale, to sign up 
those who óéhaving passed the age limit for enlistment, will join the corpsô ï 
effectively a fore-runner of the Home Guard of the second world war.  Nineteen 
men volunteered. In October of the same year a concert was held in aid of Kelsale 
church funds, during which óDriver Fred H. Howells (late of Fred Karnoôs and 
George Edwardsô companies) highly delighted the audience with his quaint 
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sketches and impersonations.ô Private Fred Walker was charged with riding a bike 
without a light at Kelsale, after he knocked down the constable who arrested him.     
 
The book provides some fascinating insights into the backgrounds of those who 
died, painstakingly pulled together from the fragments of evidence that still exist.  
The book is available, price £12.50 from Doug Ireland, 28 East View.  
 

Geoff Fordham 

 

Suffolkõs Own War Poet 

 
In the days and weeks following March 12th, 1915, Leiston was convulsed by the 
news from France. Leiston's 'H' Company, 4th Suffolks, had been pitched into its 
first conflict. One account has it that the battle of Neuve Chapelle claimed the lives 
of 25 men from the town, with dozens more wounded, some of whom would later 
die in hospitals away from the front.  
 
In a contemporary poem, W. S. Montgomery, an itinerant blind organ grinder from 
Westleton, listed them in verse: 
 
ñTheir Captain, the brave Stephen 
Garrett, 
Died fearlessly, leading them on; 
Fred Chaplin, the bold Colour 
Sergeant, 
And the two cousins Welton are gone. 
 
There's Butcher, and Baker, and 
Barker, 
Sergeant Bridges we'll see never 
more. 
Bird and Berry, and gallant George 
Bedwell, 
Sleep far from our own native shore. 
 
Cecil Harrison, poor Watson Button, 
Harry Kitson, and Lambert are slain. 
 
 

 
Bold Larter and Podd are now 
sleeping 
with their comrade, Markham, away 
on the plain. 
 
Stanley Watling and young Private 
Chaplin, 
Poor Sergeant F. Stimpson as well, 
Coles and Silsby, with Watson and 
Kerridge, 
Have died 'midst the shot and the 
shell. 
 
All these are fallen from Leiston, 
In the Works they have toiled by our 
side, 
But left at the call of stern duty, 
And for King and for Country have 
died.ò 

 
Adapted from The Heritage Coast Gazette, June 2001, ©Les Higgs and thanks to 

Maggie Strutt for letting us see it.   
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Three l etters to the unkno wn soldier by  pupils at Kelsale 

Sch ool  

 

 
Awake at dawn, 
Waiting for the go ahead. 
Listening for the whistle, 
Watching. 
Bang. 
Up the ladder many went. 
Out a man, 
A gun. 
But no name. 
Crouching on the blood, 
Blood of the brothers. 
But still they fought,  
Fought for us. 
Courage, bravery filled the air, 
The battle field never quiet. 
The gun shots still a fright, 
But still they moved forwards. 
Together as a team,  
Together as a country. 
Tanks, guns, planes 
Filled the horizon. 
Pressed uniforms, 
Correctly dressed solders. 
Fell one by one, 
Still not defeated. 
Their courage alone could win the 
battle. 
Every life lost, was lost for us. 
Thank you 

Jenny Roberts 
 
Dear Unknown soldier 
 
Thank you so much for saving our 
lives, 
Even though you did not survive, 
Grateful is what I am, 
Enemies fall to the ground, BAM! 
Nobody knows your name, 

But never hang your head in shame. 
You are brilliant and great, 
But you could never avoid your fate. 
Be proud. 
Thank you is all I can say. Speechless 
is what I am. Fighting for people you 
donôt even know, let alone your own 
family! Your bravery is mind blowing! 
You and many others risked their lives 
for our survival. And for that I am so 
grateful you could never imagine. 
Rest in peace.                 Hannah May 

 
 
Dear Unknown Soldier 
 
Thank you for your sacrifice. 
Your war is one of greatest parts of 
history. 
Your bravery roars across this land. 
Everywhere people worship you 
hoping to have the bravery, courage 
and the heart of you. 
Sometimes you wander around and 
think. 
Where would we be without you. 
With my deepest heart and soul, we 
are grateful. 
Your service to the army is service to 
the world. 
You brought us peace, love and soul. 
Some of us cannot fight but we can 
help. 
That is how we pay back your service 
in the army. 
 
Thank you from my heart and soul. 

 
Josh Miller 
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Some who came backé 

 
Two of Frank Roweôs uncles served during the First 
World War.   
 
His fatherôs brother, Jack, fought in France where he 
drove horses pulling a gun carriage.   
 
He was wounded, receiving shrapnel wounds in the 
leg and returned home.   
 
Uncle Jack was driving the leading pair but the driver 
of the second pair wasnôt so lucky and was killed. 
Frank Roweôs Uncle Jack ï seated here in the 
picture. Below is Frankôs motherôs brother, Frank 
Andrews, second from the left, back row. 
 

 

 

 

Bill Crookôs step grandfather, George 
Emmerson, served in the Suffolk regiment 
(below right).   
 
Born in 1895, he went to France in 1915,  
and Bill thinks he, like Frank Roweôs uncle,  
he also probably drove horses.   
 

 
 
And like Jack Rowe, George was wounded, 
recovering at Roehampton hospital  
(see picture below). 
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 After the war George was sexton and 
gravedigger at Kelsale Church.  As a 
boy, Bill confesses he used to take 
days off school to help with the 
grave-digging! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 club  winners  2014  

  

Maybe we should rename it the 102 Club as we now have 102 members, and one 
of the newcomers has struck it lucky already!  Prizes are still: 1st £30, 2nd £15 and 
3rd £5. Recent winners are: 
 

 
May:  1st 56 Jan Wolton, 2nd 98 Jane Parry, 3rd 45 Judy Chesterfield. 
June:  1st 92 Rachael Fordham, 2nd 40 Steven David, 3rd 73 Judy Haggett. 
July:  1st 56 Jan Wolton, 2nd 102 Stephanie Boyde, 3rd 59 Alan Revell. 
 

 
First Prize twice in three months must be some kind of record!  

Editorôs note: Divine intervention maybe? 

 

 

Recipe Corner : k eeping courgettes /squash  for the Winter   

 
This is an idea from www.permaculture.co.uk. A quick, pre-
freeze cook reduces the water content, adds flavour and 
gives you a head start on cooking when you use the 
courgettes the next time. You can use them as a sauce for 
pasta: just simmer for a while to thicken and mix through. Or 
you can soften some finely chopped onion first (possibly 
some anchovy too) and then add your courgettes and add 

them to stews and casseroles or use as a really intense flavour base for soups. 
 
Simply top and tail the courgettes and chop them roughly into approximately 2-3cm 
chunks. A mix of colours and varieties works well. Quickly crush some garlic cloves 
in their skins. Pop off the skin, squash the cloves flat and roughly chop. 

http://www.permaculture.co.uk/
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Coat the bottom of a large saucepan with a good measure of olive or rapeseed oil 
and heat to medium-hot. Add the courgettes and garlic to the pan and stir so they 
are well coated. Sprinkle in a little salt and some pepper ï and maybe some 
roughly chopped basil, thyme or parsley leaves if you fancy. 
 
Pop the lid on the pan and heat for about 5 minutes or so until the juices in the 
courgettes start to run. Take off the lid and continue to heat and stir occasionally 
until the courgettes are just tender and some of the liquid has boiled away, about 
10-20 minutes according to the quantity of courgettes you're dealing with. 
 
Turn off the heat and allow the mixture to cool. Portion up and freeze in bags or 
other containers. A taste of summer saved for the dark winter days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Learn to Use a Computer 

 

 Personal tuition available in your home  

Liz Gleave 01728 60 2405 / 07977915104  

Email: lizzygleave@yahoo.co.uk  

 
CLIVE WELTON & PARTNERS LTD 

 

REGIONAL CATEGORY WINNER 2010 
 

NNEEWW  BBUUIILLDDIINNGG ,,  RREESSTTOORRAATTIIOONN,,  MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE  &&     

AASSSSOOCCIIAATTEEDD  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
 

e-mail clive.welton@btconnect.com  

Alternative Contacts: Steven Welton 07867 97036 5 Mark Salter 07969 758101  

Member of the Federation of Master Builders.  
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Doggy Anagrams  

 
These unlikely phrases are all anagrams of dog breeds ï can you work out which? 
example:   
 
Er..it bred error = Border Terrier.  
 
Bled frog lunch     Err enter evil dog 
Riot welter      Sorry hiker, retire! 
SOS! Nude bath     An English-like scrap 
Old edible race     Prominent rage 
Old lice borer     Iron apeman 
 
 
Answers to the last editionôs Gardening Question Time:  

 
Garden hose, edging shears, garden fork, trimming shears, kneeling pad, globe 
artichoke, mangetout, aubergine, asparagus, sweetcorn.  
 
Emblems: Oxfordshire fritillary, Kent hop, Warwickshire honeysuckle, Norfolk 
poppy, Hampshire dog rose.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
N.B. The deadline for the submission of hardcopy for the Winter edition will be  

10 November 2014.  Please consult the Parish Clerk or Geoff Fordham ï 

geoff.fordham@gfa.co.uk 
 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Parish 
Council and the Parish Council cannot be held responsible for the content of individual 

submissions. Neither can they accept responsibility for typographical errors or omissions. 
Production team, Geoff & Rachael Fordham 

 
This edition of 525 copies is printed on material from sustainable sources. 

Published by Kelsale-cum-Carlton Parish Council, August 2014.  
It is also available on the Parish Councilôs website:  wwwwww..kkeellssaalleeccaarrllttoonnppcc..oorrgg..uukk  
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